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SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA: VIEWS OE ARMY MINISTER 

1 . IN RECENT DAYS WE HAVE HAD INCREASING NUMBER OF REPORTS THAT 
SPANISH ARMY OFEICERS, INCLUDING SENIOR OEFICERS IN THE ARMY 
MINISTRY, HAVE BEEN SPREADING THE WORD THAT THE US IS SIDING WITH 
MOROCCO ON THE SAHARA QUESTION AND THAT THE US HAD EAILED TO 
LIVE UP TO ITS AGREEMENT TO INEORM SPAIN OF OUR ARMS SHIPMENTS 
TO MOROCCO. IN LIGHT OE THESE REPORTS, I WENT TO SEE ARMY MINIS- 
TER COLOMA THIS MORNING. 

2. DURING MY CONVERSATION ALONE WITH THE MINISTER WHICH LASTED 
NEARLY AN HOUR, I SAID THAT I HAD BEEN DISTURBED BY THESE REPORTS 
AND BELIEVED IT NECESSARY THAT HE SHOULD KNOW DIRECTLY EROM ME 
WHAT THE US POSITION IS. I SAID THAT WE HAD MAINTAINED A NEUTRAL 
POSITION ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SAHARA QUESTION. WE 

HAD CONSISTENTLY URGED A PEACEEUL NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT 
OE THE PROBLEM BETWEEN THE PARTIES INVOLVED. MOREOVER, 

WE HAD OVER THE PAST WEEKS BEEN IN DIRECT TOUCH WITH THE 
MOROCCANS TO URGE MODERATION AND CALM AND TO EMPHASIZE 
THE NEED TO NEGOTIATE A PEACEEUL SETTLEMENT WHICH WOULD 
AVOID THE CONSEQUENCES OE A CONERONTATION. I SAID THAT 
WITHIN THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS WE HAD MADE TWO SUCH AP- 
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PROACHES IN MOROCCO. I, THEREEORE, COULD NOT ACCEPT THE 
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ALLEGATIONS THAT THE US WAS IN ANY WAY FAVORING THE 
MOROCCAN POSITION OVER THE SPANISH POSITION. WE WERE 
DOING WHAT WE COULD TO HOLD OFF THE MARCH SO THAT THE 
NEGOTIATING PROCESS WITHIN THE UN FRAMEWORK COULD PRO- 
CEED. WE WERE FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE GRAVITY OF THE 
SITUATION AND IT WAS SIMPLY INCORRECT TO INTERPRET OUR 
POSITION AS ELEMENTS IN THE SPANISH ARMY SEEMED TO BE 
DOING. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO THE ALLEGATIONS THAT WE HAD NOT 
LIVED UP TO OUR COMMITMENT TO INFORM THE SPANISH ABOUT 
THE ARMED SHIPMENTS, I RECALLED THATEARLIER THIS YEAR 
THE SPANISH AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON HAD BEEN GIVEN A 
FULL BRIEFING WITH REGARD TO THE ARMS SALES PROGRAM, IN- 
CLUDING SPECIFIC TYPES AND QUANTITIES. I 

ASSUMED THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAD PASSED THE WORD TO 
THE ARMY MINISTRY. I WAS UNAWARE OF ANY DEPARTURES ON 
OUR PART FROM THE INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY GIVEN TO THE 
SPANISH. I ADDED THAT IF, INDEED, THE SPANISH GOVERN- 
MENT EXPECTED ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, THEN THE PROPER 
PROCEDURE WAS FOR THE FOREIGN OFFICE TO MAKE A REQUEST 
IN THIS SENSE. WHILE I WAS AWARE OF INDICATIONS OF THE 
ARMY MINISTRY'S UNHAPPINESS, I HAD YET TORECEIVE ANY 
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM THE FOREIGN MIN- 
ISTRY. IF I RECEIVED SUCH A REQUEST, I SHOULD BE GLAD 
TO TRY TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION FROM WASHINGTON. 

4. MINISTER COLOMA THEN LAUNCHED INTO A VERY EMOTIONAL 
STATEMENT REGARDING THE SITUATION IN THE SAHARA. HE 
SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN AWARE OF SOME OF OUR REPRESENT- 
TIONS IN RABAT, BUT HE COULD ONLY SAY THAT THEY CAME 
VERY LATE AND THAT WE PUBLICLY HAD DONE NOTHING WHICH 
WOULD INDICATE THAT WE DID NOT SHARE THE MOROCCAN POINT 
OF VIEW. MOROCCO CLAIMED THAT THEY HAD US SUPPORT-BUT 
THIS WAS NEVER DENIED. MOREOVER, IT WAS WELL KNOWN THAT 
WE PROVIDED ARMS TO MOROCCO AND THIS GAVE FURTHER IM- 
PRESSION THAT THE US SIDED WITH MOROCCO. COLOMA SAID 
THAT WE HAD NOT CARRIED OUT OUR PROMISE TO KEEP SPAIN 
INFORMED OF THE ARMED SHIPMENTS TO MOROCCO. GOS 
THROUGH ITS SERVICES KNEW EXACTLY WHAT HAD BEEN SHIPPED 
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FROM THE MOMENT THE SUPPLIES LEFT THE US, BUT NONE OF 
THIS HAD BEEN PROVIDED BY THE US GOVERNMENT. HE SAW 
LITTLE OR NO DIFFERENCE AS TO WHETHER THE INFORMATION 
WAS SUPPLIED THROUGH MILITARY CHANNELS OR THROUGH 
DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 

5. WITH REGARD TO THE SUBSTANCE OF THE SAHARA PROBLEM, 

HE WISHED TO MAKE QUITE CLEAR TO ME THAT SPAIN HAD EVERY 
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INTENTION OF RESISTING THE MOROCCAN INVASION, WHATEVER 
IT MIGHT BE CALLED, WITH EVERY MEANS AT ITS DISPOSAL, 

AND THIS MEANT THE KSE OF ARMS. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 
THERE WAS A BUFFER ZONE SET UP IN THE FRONTIER AREA AND 
THAT A PLAN FOR GRADUATED RESPONSE HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED 
TO TRY TO DETER THE MARCH. HOWEVER, IN THE FINAL ANALY- 
SIS, SPAIN WAS PREPARED TO USE ITS ARMS TO DEFEND THE 
SAHARA. ALL OF THIS, SPAIN HAS SOUGHT TO AVOID, BUT IF 
IT CANNOT BE, THEN THE SPANISH ARE PREPARED TO DEAL WITH 
THE PROBLEM AS THEIR HONOR AND PRIDE REQUIRE. 

6. NOTING THAT THE SAHARA PROBLEM WAS REACHING ITS CLI- 
MAX AT THE SAME TIME FRANCO WAS DYING, COLOMA SAID, "WE 
HAVE SUFFICIENT HEART TO DEAL ADEQUATELY WITH BOTH." 
STARTER 
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